Tiger mosquito control: new approaches to the issue in local context.
Until recently, the control of mosquitoes has primarily focused on them as a nuisance due to their biting behaviour. This has now evolved into a significant health problem. To deal with this serious issue, a rational approach to vector control should be adopted, with clear, technically sound guidelines enforceable by legislation. The extensive outbreak of Chikungunya in the Indian Ocean during 2005-6 and the subsequent outbreak in the Emilia Romagna region of Italy in August 2007, should prompt a number of actions which must occur without delay in order to prevent any future recurrence of outbreaks. An International Symposium on Chikungunya was held in Alessandria, Italy on February 27th 2008. A number of experts from various disciplines were in attendance, the sole aim to assess the risk of this disease and other mosquito borne diseases occurring in Europe. The meeting culminated in the signing of a declaration called the "Alessandria Resolution" by the experts in attendance and members of several local authorities (see www.zanzare.eu). This act signified joint commitment of an national and international standing, to tackle the spread of the Asian Tiger mosquito and raise awareness among the general public. This paper will share the experiences of the mosquito control programmes in the Italian regions and in Alessandria and Piedmont emphasising key lessons learned.